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The Effect of Task-based Language
Learning on Speaking and Writing
Skills of Arabic Language Learners
in International Islamic University
Malaysia (IIUM)

Zakaria Omar Ibrahim Suliman Ahmad Mukhtar
International Islamic University Malaysia Bahrain Teachers College
Malaysia University of Bahrain — Kingdom of Bahrain
Abstract

Many teachers at the Language Center of International Islamic University Malaysia
complaining about the weakness of the Arabic language learners in speaking and writing
skills. Perhaps there are several factors contributing to the weakness, which may include
curriculums, teaching methods or teachers themselves. This current study dealt with the
teaching methods and tried to answer the following research question: Is task-based learning
and teaching approach has an impact on the development of speaking and writing skills of
learners of Arabic as a second language at the Language Centre? To answer this question a
29 items questionnaire was developed. The questionnaire had 4 parts, that are a comparison
between task-based learning approach and lecturing method, the effect of the task-based
learning on the development of learners’ communication skill, the effect of task-based
learning on the development of learners’ writing skills and learners’ perception in general
toward task-based learningapproach. A sample of 76 learners of Arabic language from the
Language Center has been selected. The study found that task-based learningapproach helped
the learners to improve their communication skills, helped them to improve their writing
skills. Task-based teaching made learners as center of the educational process and valued
the role of the learners in learning process. Task-based teaching also encouraged learners to
use several sources to get information and to solve language problems. It has been observed
that learners enjoy using Arabic language through task-based teaching and participating in
classes. So using real Arabic language in tasks or activities is important in learners’ learning
process. This study recommended that learners’ participation in learning process is important,
so diversifying teaching approaches to fit the learners’ communication in real life situations is
needed. It is important to practice the language in real life situations rather than memorizing

language’s rules (grammar), texts and notes.

Keywords: task-based, learning Arabic, speaking skill, writing skill.
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Dear students,

The aim of this questionnaire is to collect information related to “Students’ Attitudes Towards the
Impact of Task Based Learning Approach (TBL) in Developing Arabic Speaking and Writing
Skills”. As such, could you please tick (V) the right choice. Please take note that the information will
be used for the research purposes, and it would be treated as a confidential. Your cooperation would be
much appreciated.

Thanking you for your time.
The Researchers

Centre for Languages, IIUM

Please circle based on the following scale:

1 Strongly disagree 2 Disagree 3 Neutral 4 Agree 5 Strongly agree

1. I like «lecturingy» as teaching method. 1 2 |3 |4 |5

2. I like Task Based Learning (TBL) as teaching method. 1 2 3 14 |5

3. By using TBL, I enjoy my Arabic class. 1 2 |3 (4 |5

4. By participating in TBL, I would be able to speak

Arabic.

5. I enjoy participating in TBL every time. 1 2 |3 (4 |5
6. By using TBL, I could express myself. 1 2 |3 |4 |5
7. By using TBL, I could interview Arabian person. 1 2 3 14 |5
8. By using TBL, I could interact with Arab friends. 1 2 |3 (4 |5

9. By participating in TBL, I would be able to share my
idea.

10. By participating in TBL, I have learnt how to organize
my idea.

11. By participating in TBL, I have learnt many words. 1 2 3 14 |5

12. By participating in TBL, my writing skill is improving.| 1 2 |3 (4 |5

http://journals.uob.edu.bh



:)g\“’t&’x,}
170 u ) Int. J. Ped. Inn. 5, No. 2, 150- 171 (Jul. 2017)

13. TBL emphasizes the vocabulary. 2 3 14 |5
14. TBL offers me an opportunity for natural learning
. 2 |3 |4 |5
inside the class>.
15. TBL emphasizes the grammar. 2 |3 (4 |5
16. TBL offers me with a rich input of target language. 2 |3 (4 |5
17. TBL compatible with the learner centered educational

. 2 |3 |4 |5
philosophy.
18. TBL allows my teachers to give his input (comments). 2 |3 |4 |5
19. TBL helps me in developing my writing skill. 2 3 14 |5
20. TBL use real Arabic language. 2 |3 (4 |5
21. In TBL, I discuss many issues with my group. 2 (3 (4 |5
22. TBL allows me to use Arabic language for ) 3 4 |5
communication.
23. TBL involve the four skills of Arabic language. 3 14 |5
24. By using TBL, I would be able to solve the language > 13 4 |5
problem.
25. I believe TBL is suitable for my level. 2 |3 |4 |5
26. By using TBL I would be able to write a paragraph. 2 3 14 |5
27. By using TBL I would be able to write an assay. 2 |3 (4 |5
28. By using TBL I could express my idea in writing. 2 |3 (4 |5
29. I prefer TBL approach compared to other approaches
. . . 2 |3 |4 |5
in learning Arabic.
My gender: M F
My Arabic Level: 1(LQO108) I (LQ0208) 111 (LQ0308)

IV (LQO408)
V (LQ0516) VI (LQO616)

LQ4000/4400

Please provide any suggestion, comment, or anything you want to say about teaching Arabic at [ITUM.

http://journals.uob.edu.bh
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