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The Addition of the Letter “ayn at the Beginning of
the Four Radical forms: Authentic Study Through
Descriptive, and Comparative Philology

Prof. Ismael Amayreh

Dr. Salah A. Said

Abstract:

Arabic traditional dictionaries such as as-sihah, al gamus al-Muhit and lisan al-°Arab
consider four—letter words beninning with “ayn as “ibid and ‘usfir as originally four—letter
words. Therefore, in these cases the initial “ayn is seen? original?. Similarly “artam and
‘ibid measure as fa‘lal and ficlil respectively.

This study aims at proving that “ayn is? assitional? and thus cartam is derived as ratama
and ‘ibid as rabada.

Keywords: Quad words, rooting, historical comparative approach.
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